Traumhof Article Series

July 4th  Pet Safety
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July 4th brings parades, fireworks, picnics and fun festivities for humans of all ages. Unfortunately, our pets are often traumatized by the very events we find so entertaining.

Fireworks are far too loud for a puppy or dog’s sensitive ears. Even if your pet is NOT one of those who hides, shaking at the very first hint of a crackle or pop, fireworks can be damaging to his ears.

If you plan to attend a fireworks display, leave your pet at home.  Crating your puppy or dog with a super special treat, and soft music playing, or a televsision on,  is one way to keep him safe and contained if he tends to panic. Give a treat such as a kong stuffed with frozen goodies, or a raw/frozen buffalo tail. These goodies are highly desirable and long lasting, helping keep your puppy’s mind busy for a longer period of time.
Animal Shelters and Hospitals report July 4 as one of the busiest times of year. Panicked animals are known for going through glass widows, screen doors, and running. This results in an influx of injured and lost dogs at hospitals and shelters.

If you are traveling with your pet, or if your pet is a “flight” risk to break out of your home, be sure your pet has updated Identification on. I have separate tags for when I travel; these tags have my cell phone number on them. When we used to travel frequently to a family member’s Cape house, I had tags made that read “I am visiting at…” with the Cape address, phone number and my cell pone number.

If you have a baby puppy, especially if he just arrived in your home, this would be a good year to forego your usual celebration and stay home to help puppy handle the stress of the strange sounds (and, if you live near a fireworks display area, the  vibrations.)

You do not want to reassure your puppy and praise him for fearful behavior. You want to offer treats and reward him for ignoring the noises and focusing on you, his toys, his treats.

If you plan ahead, you can purchase a CD with fireworks noises. Or, perhaps you taped an annual July 4 fireworks display , and can play your video. Play the CD, first very quietly, and after a couple days, louder. Give your puppy praise and treats while the CD plays, and praise and reward him for ignoring the noise. You can play it while he has dinner, or while you ask for sits and offer really delicious treats.

When you’re at home and fireworks are going off, behave as you normally would and make no big deal. Puppy will take a cue from you, and be less likely to react.

Whether you will be home or out for the evening, your pet will benefit from exercise earlier in the day. A well tired out pet will be more relaxed in the crate than a pent up pet!

Here are some links to more articles on dogs and fireworks/July 4th:

http://www.dogtipper.com/tip/2009/06/keeping-your-dogs-safe-secure-on-july.html
http://www.paw-rescue.org/PAW/PETTIPS/DogTip_HolidayFireworks.html
http://dogs.thefuntimesguide.com/2006/07/dogs_fireworks_4th_of_july.php
HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE 4th!!!!

